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To the Honpatk] Lady 
WES 2 THE LADY” os 
REBECCA 'LTTTON; 


Relic (of. Sir ROWLAND LEYTTO N, 
Late of Kanebivorth' FR i ordſhire, Ka And 
| to her moſt Hopefal $0 r  Playters Trey.. 


LN. Obedience; to your debris (which 
I. by reaſon of my many Obligations to. 
you. hoth, ought by. me-t6. he. efteemed 


as C omniauds) having peruſed. my 
Diſcourſe , and added to it what 1 


thought expedient,” . and confidenivi 


in- what manner 1 ſhould (in -An- 


ſwer ta your Requeſt ) preſeut.it 0 
you; after ſome. confideration Wi have " 


choſen to. do it in the. moſt. 70K, 
manner that I could. 

+. Not. only for that common avaw. 

c though I A that maybe ſu ufficient 


to acquit me. from Ofeentation ) Viz. 


cf bat 1 might. Pilcks hg 


3 


'The,Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
bow much. I am obliged to you : But 
becauſe by my long Acquaimtance with | 
your Vertues, I am fully aſſuredthat 
this Sermon can ſcarcely meet with 
any Readers who have leſs need of 


tt than either of you. W/ berefore s- 


concluded, that ſmce you were plea- 
ſed: to think; it uſeful for your ſebves 
mm. private, -it might be much 1 more 
beneficial to others in publick. 

For as for your Ladiſhip, 1 hn 


bop pardon. of your modefty to ſay yy that 


your great Prudence and Piety, 4 


ſufficient guard againſt all Temptations 


Yo thoſe Sins which in this following 


Diſcourſe are proved Guilty of all the 


; oy and WMhiſchiefs of Mankznd. 


Aud as for that Worthy Gentle- 


man your Son ( whom I cannot but 


-be prond to call my Pupil) all that 
have had the huppineſs to have been 


AC- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

acquainted with bim from bis Child- 
hood, (as I have) cannot but Love 
and Honour bim for bis Veriues, 
which ſeem innate in bim, be- 
ing ſo conſtantly Viſvble in all bis 
Attions. For I ſhould be wyuſt to 
bim, if I ſbould not ſay that I always 
knew himof that ſweetneſs and even- 
neſs of Temper, as though be had no 
Paſſion in bim, but a deſare to oblige 
all Perſons with wbom he converſed, 
wor arty exceſs but an exceſs of Kind- 
neſs ; and ths joyned with ſuch a inick- © 


neſs of Apprebenſion, and bifneſs"f * © | 


Aion, vbatÞ may (1 think without” 

any Complement )) ſay of him that be 
ſeems ſo made by Nature, as if God 
had on purpoſe framed himto demon- 
ſtrate the Beauty and Lovelineſs of 
 Vertue to all thoſe of his Quality in 
this Degenerate Age. 
: 'A3 For 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

For ſo naturally is he inclined to 
all Good, and averſe from anything 
that is Evil, that one would almoſt 
think that he alone was exempted 
from that general Corruption and De- 
 pravity of Nature, which -all other 
Men derive from Adam. | So that 
fince I ſo fully know that this Sermon 
could be of no great uſe to either of 
you, and fince I ſhould be ungrateful 

. ſhould T bave denyed your Requeſt, 1 
 hope- you will Pardon me, if T per- 
form it- in ſuch a manner as it may 
be uſeful to ſuch, to whom it is moſt 

_ neceſſary; in confidence of which, 
( wiſhing to you both all the Happineſs 
of this World, and that which is to 
come) I take leave to Subſcribe my ſelf. 
| | Your moſt obliged . ; 

humble Servant. * * . 
Rob. Wenſky. 
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PROV. 11. v.19. laſt part. 


He that purſueth Evil, purſueth it 
to bis own Death. 


Attention, ſurely theſe may lay a juſt Claim 
to it 3 whether we reſpe& the Author of 
them, or the matter contained in them. _ 

As for the Author, he is no Melancholy, Mo- 
naſtick, or humorous Book-Worm, that takes 
things upon truſt, as he finds them in his rea- . 
ding, or as he fancies them in himſelf 5 no in- 
tereſſed Prieſt that-rails againſt Sin, becauſe he 
lives by fuch Declamations 3 no malicious or 
envious Cynick that barks at the Pleaſures of 
others, becauſe he himſelf is not in a Capacity 
to enjoy them, (as the little Wits of our Age, 
are apt to _ but the greateſt of Princes, 
and the Wiſeltof Men: One, who had in Poſ- 
ſeſſion the greateſt Riches, and was inducd by 
God with the greateſt Wiſdom, to know how 
to enjoy themz who was'the beſt Experimenta] 
Philoſopher that ever was, or ever will be in 
the World: For (as he himſelf tells us) hegave 
* himſelf to 'try all things, and denyed himſclf 

nothing to. that end. For (faith he) ſo great xcc1ic-.s, 


FT ever Words were worthy of our utmoſt 
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+” The Preſent Miſeries 


. # I, and ſo much did T encreaſe in Riches and 


* . r 
3 bladferes above all that were before #te in Jeruſa- 


"© Jens -(and Teſt we ſhould ObjcR that hehad by 
= theſe Pleafures loſt his Underſtanding, he tells 


, $'-4is) 47d any Wiſdom remained with me: And 


:"o_ + emplayed his Wiſdom he alſo tells us, 
" IWhatſdever mine Eyes deſired, I held not from 
 « then, I withdrewnot my Soul from any Phaſare, 
&c, and an Accqunt.of all things he there gives 
us, T looked  #hox all the Works which my hands 
had wronght, and behold all is Vanity and Vexa- 
of Spirit. - This is all the ſad Account that 
his Experience gives him of all his Glory and 
Delights 3:.but, a much fadder Account he gives 
us:of the Bleqſares of Evil in the Words of the 
Text. - He that *phprſueth Evil, purfucth it to his 
own Deathi*® And this leads me to-conſider-the 
matter of them which may much more recom- 
mend them to-Hur.moſt ſerious. Conſideration. 
- For'.they contain in-cthem the moſt forcible 
APE to--preyail with. all Men to forſake 
bowl. - SE 
For thongh-ſame may he 'ſ6-fenſeleſs. as to put 
the Evil Day. far from them: or ſo ſtupid as to 
think it 'may never. come pon them, and to 
doubt of a'fature States orth6ugh ſome may be 
fo fooliſh to glory up, their preſent fhames yer 
none (one weuld think)" who hath any Reaſon- 
left in him, (if he Joes, dacly conſider that the 
Proſecuting his Evil Courſes; will certainly be 
his. utter and immediate Roine), can be ſo'mad 
to. purſue bis own Preſent Miſery, ;or--to' La- 
bour for his Immediate Death, and Deſtru- 
«t10N.. CEA" oe? 8 'The 
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and” Miſchiefs.of Sin. 

'The' words. are fo plain, that-they-need no 
further Explication, only. we; may take notice;. =: i 
that.by Death in Scripture” Language,” 1s. meatit,, | z 
not. only the Diflotution of -our-Bodies;. but ail- : fl 
kind of preſent Afiictions and Miſeries.., So -St.' * 

Paul *.faith, that he was ix Deaths ofter, (that1s).+ , cc. - 
often under the greateſt Miſcries and Troubles, c.11. v.23; | . 
forit is certain he could Die but once. - © - -- | 

And in this Sence I ſhall take the words of the 
Text, and endeavour to manifoſt to you, by an 
Induction of. Particulars, this general Propofiti- 
on contained in them, viz. . 

«Thatany one Sinbeing contyfiried ir,and pur- 
< ſued, doth (by its direct Confequence, and by 
« a Chain of Natural Cauſes) lead us into ſuch 
* Actions and Dangers,as tend to our preſent M1- 

« {ery and Deſtruction. 

-This,, wehave. the experience of | Solowman: to 
confirm to us: And our own &xperience (if we 
will but giveour ſelvestime to conſider it, and 
to take aview of. the moſt common Sins) will 
be ſufficient to convince us of their moſt dange- 
rous and fatal Conſequence. 

And firſt if we takea View oof the Sins againſt r. 7hk-Sins 
God, we cannot but ſee that Danger and Mi- 2 694: 
ſery are the natural efte&s of them. 

For. (beſides that, they provoke Gad to pour 
down the Vials.of his Wrath upon us) by ſo” 
muchas we are Remiſs/in our Duties to God, by 
ſo-much welooſen the Reins to all Sins -by how 
 mach-wefail inReligion, by ſo much we fail of 
any tye,upon our ults, which being let looſe 
-would ſoon burr s_ into "all  Milery- and 
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A. The Preſent Miſeries 

| For, he that is not governed by Principles of 
Religion, can reaſonably be ſuppoſed to haveno 
other Law to himſelf, but that of his preſent Sa- 
tisfa&ion and Intereſt; and that 1s nothing elſe, 
but his own Phanſie. For, 1f he thinks it his 
greateſt Intereſt or Pleaſure, to ſatisfie any Luft 
whatſoever, tho'it benever ſo fooliſh orbrutiſh; 
then that particular Luſt which 1s his Delight, is 
the only Rule by which he governs his whole 
Life; norcanany thing reſtrain him fromany A&, 
(tho' itbenever ſo fatal to himfelf,or to all Man- 
kind) ſo it be not contrary to his beloved Luſt. 
For, as for Shame or Diſgrace, where he is not 
ſenſible of any Fault, he can never be capable of 
any Shame. , 

And ſo far will he that hath no Religion be 
from thinking ita Fault to gratifie his Pleaſures, - 
that he will efteem all others Fools, thatdo not 
act like himſelf, m endeavouring by all- means, 
to fatisfic his reigning Appetites. | 

| For, with him nothing 1s good and commen- 
dable, ' but what tends to- the Satisfaction of his 
predominant Luſt: nor can any thing therefore 

be thought ill or blameable, that does any ways 
promote his preſent _ thoughthey bene- 
ver ſo deſtraive to himſelf, or all other men. 

. And as for fear of Laws, that indeed might 
oblige him, for his preſent Preſervation, to a& 
his Villames privately, but not at all to avoid 
any of them, tho' they are never ſo wicked and 
horrid : Nay, it would not oblige the moſt ofmen, 
if they had caſt off all Tyes of Conſcience, ſo far 
as this: For, if they are under any kind of Diſ- 

con-- 


and Miſchiefs of Sin. 
content or Neceſlity, their Luſts having ruin'd 
them in this Life, and they expecting nothing of 
Reward or Puniſhment in that which is tocome, 
they candook upon Death it {elf ( which is the 
utmoſt penalty of Humane Laws) asno ſuch fright- 
ful Monſter, but rather, .as their beſt Friend 3 7. e. 
* as a final End of all theirMiſeries and Troubles. 
So certain it is, that thoſe that profeſs themſelves 
Atheiſts, are to be looked upon by all confide- 
rate men, as the plague” of the World, and uni- 
verſal Enemies to all Mankind, For, they that 
have little elſe to looſe but their Lives, and va- 
lue not them, (as the irreligiousman 1s taught by 
his Principles of Atheiſm, not todo) are Maſters 
of the Lives and Fortunes of all other-men; for 
. nothing can reſtrain them from taking away et- 
ther of them, when their Luſts or Neceſlities 
prompt them to it. | 

This I am heartily forry to think, that the 
Wickedneſs of this Age hath made too apparent 
to need any other proof; wherein we may have 
ſeen ſome grown ſhameleſs in their Crimes, (and 
Thanks be to God, that after Religion was ſo 
ſhamefally abuſed, and drawn in, to countenance 
the moſt horrid Crimes mn the laſt Age, we have 
not more Atheiſts in this) yet a fad Sight it is, 
how ſmall -ſoever the number may be, to ſee any 
ſuch Fa&ors for the Devil, and Heftors for Sin, 
that are ready to fight their Quarrels againſt all 
Oppoſers, that.are grown ſo impudent in their 
1mpious FaGs, that they are ready to deride and 
affront all others that are not as wicked asthem- 
{clves; and to account them men of low and 
B 2 mean 


T he Preſent Miſeries 

mean Underſtandings, whoſe Villanies do not 
extend as high as Heaven it ſelf. Such as pride 
themſelves in their infamous Debaucheries, and 
cry down other men, as perſons of a baſe Spirit, 
who dare not make Sport with Religion, and 
bid Defiance to the Sacred Name of God, by 
prophane Oaths and Blaſphemies. 

Neither do they ſtop here, but proceed to all 
kind of Miſchiefs to themſelves, and Injuries to 
others: For, no ſooner have they laid afide Re- 
ligion, but they are ready for all kind of Perju- 
rics and Forgeries 3 for Fire, Poyſon, or Poni- 
ard, or any thing elſe that may any ways con- 
tribute to the Satisfaction of their Luſts, Net- 
ther Pitty to others, nor Care of themſelves, can 
reſtrain them from. either Theft or Murder, or 
= other Wickedneſs, that may tend to the Gra- 
tification of their reigning Appetites. 

How do' they offer up their own Bodies a 
burnt Sacrifice to Venxws, and deſtroy their 
Health, by their Oblations to Bacchws 2 Nay, 
rather than they will want a Supply for their 
Luſts, How do they forfeit their Lives to the 
Laws, and offer up all things that can be dear 
to them, to their own Humours? toobtain which, 
How do they give up their Souls and Bodies 
even to the Dey:!l himſelf? "Ip 

Theſe, by breaking the Bonds of Religion,and 
caſting away its Cords from them, 'do deſtroy 
all Society, and notonly involve themſelves, but 
all Mankind, in Miſery and Ruin, - by the di- 
rect Conſequence of their Atheiſtical Principles. 
For,. 1t there be no God, then there can = ” 

| uc 


4 
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and Miſchiefs of Sin. 
ſuch thing as. Right or Wrong, Juſt or Unjuſt; 
and, by cofiſequence, nothing but Confuſion: 


And: this brings me-to conſider the. Danger _ 


and Miſchief of the next ſort of Sins. Viz. 
Secondly, The Sins againſt our Neighbour. 
Theſe are of theſe two ſorts, Injuſtice and 
Lncharitableneſs 3 which (if we conſider them) 
- will manifeſtly appear of the moſt dangerousand 
fatal Conſequence to all Mankind. For, Juſtice 
and Charity are the main Pillars of the World ; 
ſo that he which pulls down theſe, ruines all 
Society, and renders the World a mere Heap 
of Rubbiſh. £ | . 
The love of the Company of their own kind, 
ſeems'a Principle ingrafted in the very Nature 
of all living Creatures, it is ſouniverfally viſible 
amongſt them,.c. He- therefore that-caſts. off the 
Love of his-Neighbour, is worſe than the Brute 
Beaſts, and more unnatural than any of them. 
- But where this Charity toall Mankind is root- 
_ ed in'the Heart, -1t-ſhews-1t ſelf 1n; ſuch blefled 
Effects, as (if they wereuniverſal) would change 
men into Angels or Gods, - continually doing all 
. Good to oneanother; and this Earth into Hea- 


ven: For, Charity (* as St. Paul deſcribes 'it) * ; cor. 12, 
ſufſereth long and is kind, Charity envieth not, from v. 4. to 


*Charity, vaunteth not it ſelf, is not puffed up; doth 
not behave it jo unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is 
not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, &c. 
. Now, iftheſe wereuniverſally practisdamongſt 
men, how happy ſhould we be? What a bleſled 
and uninterrupted Peace and Kindneſs? What 
an immutable Happineſs _— mutually blels _ 
ES B 3 ut 
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2, The Sins 


againſt our . 


Neighbour. 
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The Preſent Miſeries 
But on the contrary, Injuſtice and Uncharitable- 
_ neſs would turn the World into a Deſart, and 
men into Wolves and Tigers; and make them 
at one againſt another with more Cruelty 
and - Fierceneſs, than the moſt Savage Beaſts. 
Theſe, if they ſhould once be univerſal (which 
God forbid) would change humane Friendſhip 
into a State of Wars in which, every man's 

hand would be lift up againſt every man. 
' Property would be an empty Name, and no 
other Right or-Title would hold good, but that 
of the longeſt Sword: And,in a Word, nothing 
but Horror and Confuſion would overfpread the 
World : the Kingdoms of the Earth would be 
like the Kingdoms of Darkneſs, filkd with no- 
thing but Rage and Howling; and men would 
be > bu 'd into Devils, continually tormenting 


one another; and being tormentedorſeby another. 


For, they that have caſt from them all the 
Tyes of Charity, which is the Bond of Perfefti- 
on, and all the Laws of Equity, the only Cords 
of a man, (that [can bind thoſe furious Phili- 
ſtims their head-ſtrong Paſſions) are given up to 
be mutually tortured by thoſe imptacable Furies 
of Impatience and Anger, Pride and Covetouſ- 
neſs, Envy and Malice, the natural Parentsof all 

Miſery, and of all Miſchief, as well to them- 
ſelves, asto allothers with whom they converſe. 

And this now directly leads me to diſcourſe 
the miſerable Effe&s of the next fort of Sins. 7s. 

3- Sins againſt Thirdly, The Sins againſt our Selves. | 

pw res. Thefe may be reduced to: theſe two ſorts. 

Firſt, Thoſe of Intemperance, or Exceſsof Riot. 
| . Se- 
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and Vhiſchiefs of San. 


Secondly, Thoſe of Exceſs of Paſſion. 

Both of them may moſt properly be called 
Sins againſt our Selves.; for they are of moſt fa- 
tal conſequence, moſt commonly, to their own 
Authors. | 
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Of thefirſt ſort;viz. the Sins of Intemperance, $;n of hnen- 


are theſe two, Drunkenneſs and Gluttony. 


perance. - 


What Words are ſad enough to expreſs, or 1. Drunken- 


what Tears are ſufficient to bewail the Miſertes 
that men bring upon themſelves by theſe Sins ? 
What Diſeaſes are thereſo fatal, what Crimes 
ſo black and horrid, or what. Accidents ſo dan- 
gerous, to which Drunkenne&doth not expoſe us? 
He that is poſſe(sd with this Vice, is-in hiscaſe 
who was poſlef'd with the Devil, of whomwe 


read in the K Goſpel. He 3s mad and tormented, Math. I7« 15s 


and oftimes he falls into the Fire, and oftines in- 
to the Water. 2 

Nay indeed he is in a mach worſe Condition, 
tor Strong Drink doth ſo much 1nflamehim, that 
it burns up his Vitals witha ſcorching Fever; or 
{o fires his Spirits, that-they are exploded mn the 
deadly Stroke of an Apoplexy:: nay, too often 
it hath a quite contrary effect, and raiſeth fuch 
a Flood of Filth and Water in his Body, that it 


buries him alive in a Lethargy, or elſe drowns. 


him in a Dropſie. 

But it by a conſtant Practice, or by the parti- 
cular Conſtitution of a man's Body, it be -ſome- 
times prevented from making a- man become his 
own Murderer;z yet it too often raiſeth ſuch 
Heats and Quarrds, - as make his choſen Compa®- 


mons to become. his -Executioners; for oft times 
| A | : MW 
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T he Preſent Miſeries 
if he doth not kill his beſt Friends with his own 
hands, he dies by theirs ; and ſo Murders him- 
ſelf by the hands of his Friends; and kills them 
too by the hand of Juſtice. ECON 
' To this purpoſe, the * Wiſe Man diſcourſ- 
eth, ( poſſibly from his own Experience ) Who 
- hath Woe? Who hath Sorrow 2 Who hath Con- 
tentions? Who hath Wounds without cauſe 8 &c. 
. They that tarry long at the Wine, they that go to 
ſeek mixt Wine : Therefore (ſaith he) look wot 
thou upon the Wine when it hath its right color 
and ſparkleth in the Cup 5 and the reaſon he gives 
I with all Men would conſtantly remember, 
_ wiz, For at the . it biteth like a Serpent, and 
ſtingeth like an Adaer. (1e.) However we may 
eſcape for ſome time, yet at length it will cer- 
tainly deſtroy us. | | 
But rt that by God's Providence none of 
the too common, though Mortal, Diſeaſes or Fa- 
tal Quarrelsbethe effects of Drunkenneſs upon, 
our ſelves ; yet it may have ſome of theſe fatal 
Conſequences - upon our Friends and Compani- 
ons, and ſo” our: very kindnefles may become 
their Murderers, or elfe at leaſt it expoſeth a 
| Man to the moſt ſhameful and odious Actions. 
Thus it expoſed Noah (though a Preacher of 
Righteouſneſs) to be the ſcorn and ſhame of his 
own Off-ſpring : And- it made Lot (a Man fo 
good that God ſent his Angels to deliver him 
from the Flames of Sodom) to commit Folly 
. and Inceſt with his own Daughters : - And no 
wonder it ſhould hurry us into Folly or Mi 
chief, when it deprives us of our Reaſon ; and 
he 


\ 
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and(for the preſent)leaves no more of Man viſible 
in us than there 1s in the Ridiculous Ape whilſt 
he plays his Monkey-tricks, or in the Filthy 
Swine, - whilſt it -wallows in the Mire; fo fully 


= Y 


IF 


evident is that Saying of Solomon. Wine js 4 Prov2o.t. 


Mocker 3. Strong Drink 3s rageing, and whoſoever 
is deceived thereby is a Fool. . | 

And for that other exceſs of Riot, vis. 

Secondly, Gluttony. 

It is no leſs dangerous than the former: Nay 
it 15 by ſo much the more Fatal, by how much 
itsdeadly Operationsareleſs perceived 3 forthis 
Vice ſteals upon us inſenſibly_ and kills us (as it 
isfaid of white Gunpowder) though with no 
noife, yet with more certain Execution, apd at 
a far greater. diſtance. _ G 

Drunkenneſs (indeed) blows up a Manon a 


2, Gluttony. 


ſuddain, ayd fo apparently, that all that are 


near muſt ds ſeeit : ButGluttony thoughitis 
{low, yet itis ſure in it's Execution. 

'  Itproceeds by inſenfible Degrees,and too often 

15 not —_ in it's Ads, till it appears 1n it's 

incurable effecs. | 

By filent Motions it corrupts the Stomach, 
and fills it with Cruditiesz and by conſequence 
ſtuffs up the Body with indigeſted Food, and 
ill fermented Blood; and thus renders a- Man 
(like a Living Hoſpital) full of nothing but 
Filth, and all manner of Diſeaſes. 

For notwithſtanding (too commonly) we 
are not aware of it ; yet I am confident, it 1s 
trae; that Lyxury hath ſhortned more Mens 
Days, and deſtroyed more of our Lives, than 
thoſe three grarid Deſtroyers of Mankind, War, 
| C | Famine, 
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The Preſent Miſeries 
Famine, and Peſtzlence, put altogether. And if 
we ſhould compare . theſe two. Sins together, 
which I have' laſt mentioned, it may (I think) 
be too truely ſaid of them which was ſang of 
Saul and David. Drunkenneſs hath ſlain it's 
Thouſands, and Gluttony it's | Ten. Thouſands, 
Neither are theſe the only dangerous Exceſles. 
For the Exceſs of any Irregular Paſhon, renders 
a Man, no leſs miſerable than either of the for- 
mer. Nay ſo like they are, that even in the 
Sacred Scriptures they are ſometimes expreſſed 
by Drunkenneſs. | 

Thus we read of the Houſe of [ſrael, that * 
they are Drunkgn, but not with Wine : And. St. 
John tells us in his * Revelations. Thathe ſaw 
the Woman Drunk, with the Blood of the Saints. 
And (indeed)-when any Irregular Paſhondoth 
poſleſs our Souls, we may too truely beſaid tobe 
Drunk with it : And: this kind of Wrunkenneſs 
is no leſs Deſtructive to. our preſent Happineſs, 
than the former. 

To inſtance in ſqme of the moſt common: of 
them. As, | 

Firſt, Anger. | 41, 

He that 1s intoxicated with Anger, is-no leſs 
beſides. himſelf thanhe that is Drunk with Wine; 
and is. expoſed; like him, to the ſame Fatal-Diſca- 
ſes, Crimes, and Dangers. For Anger 1s a-pre- 
ſent Madneſs : And only, differs from it not in 
it's Degree,. but in it's Duration. It-ſoſtrangely 
heats our Blood, and' puts it into ſuch violent 
Fermentations, that it isto-mea wonder it doth 
not at leaſt break our Veins, if not our Hearts. 
It-ſo much fires our Animal Spirits, ay 6 

tNem: 


and Miſchiefs of Sint 73 
them into ſuch ſtrange, and fath violently dif- 
' turbd Motions, that it naturally ends in Trem- 
blings and Swoonings, together with all thoſe 
Mortal Diſeaſes that ariſe from the diſturbance 
of the Nerves, and the Indifpoſition of the 
Brain. | SW 
A Dreadfal Example the * Hiſtorian gives us * Yaler. Mex. 
of Sylla the Roman General, at Puteoli, who 199: Seb. 
being delayed in his neceflary Supplies of Money, 
fell intoſuch a Rage, that with aFurious Noile, 
and Violent Convulſions, he vomrited ap his Soul, 
mixt with . Bloed and Threatnines ; and this ſo 
ſuddenly that it was a queſtion (faith my Au- 
thor) whether Sylla or his Anger was firſt Dead? 
; This Paſſion if it be in Exceſs, fo diſorders 
' oitr Stomachs, that it turns our very Nourtſh- 
ment into ſharp Humours. - For whatſoever we 
Eat or Drink im Anger, turns into Choler; 
and ſo Nouriſheth not our Bodies, but our Di- 
ſeaſes. Neither canhe. that gives. himſelf up to- 
this Fury, be ſecure from falling into the moſt 
Deadly Crimes, or themoſt Fatal Dangers. - For 
having quits loſt his Reafon, and being gover- 
ned whilſt his Paſſion laſts, by nothing but his 
Rage, it 1s more the Care of others, or God's 
Providence, than his own, that keeps him from 
Imbruing his Hands in his own Blood, or in the. 
Blood of his neareſt Relations, or deareſt Friends. 
_ .. Thus * Alexander the Great, in a Drunken * vid. #4. 
Fury, with his own Hands, kill'd one of his 9/997 1 
beſt. Friends, - and moſt Valiant Commanders, pag. 174. mw 
the Generous and Aged Clytws ; and: afterwards 
with the Horrour of: the Fat, he fell into ſo 
great a Rage againſt himſelf, that had he not 
77 oe C 2 been 
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The Preſent Miſeries 
been prevented by the Care of his Friends, the 
ſame Hand and Weapon that hat had kill'd Cly- ' 
115, had diſpatch'd Alexander. 

To add no. more concerning Anger, ſo Mad ' 
and Rageing ; ſo Cruel and Bloody 1s this Paſſion, 
that had. not God made it as ſhort as it 1s Vio- 
lent, it would long before this time haye tur- 
ned the World into a Deſolate Wilderneſs, and: 
have made Mankind more Savage and Bloody- 
minded one towards another, than the worſt 
and cruelleſt of theW1ld Beaſts 

And whatlT have ſaid of Anger, is, for themoſt 
part, true, of any other immoderate Paſſion that 
ſeizeth upon our Souls. ” 

T ſhall give ſome few Inſtances more of the 
moſt common Luſts of Mankind, and the Miſe- 
ries they bring along with them, viz. Ornclear- 
neſs, Covetouſneſs, Voluptuouſneſs, * Exvy and 
Ambition ; every one. of which upon an. Impar-- 
tial View, will be found no'leſs guilty of all 
kind of Miſchiefs than the former. 06 

:. Uncleanne® For Firſt, as to Uncleaneſs or Luſtfulneſs. - 

or Luſt. | What Dilcaſes are ſo nauſeous, or what-more 
deſtrudive, than thoſe that: are the Effects of 
Luſt ? Sofilthy they are:; that they are not fit 
to-be named 3 and fo Painful and-Mortal,' that 
he. that is infected: with: them, ſuffers ever- an 
Hell uponEarth, and Dyes by Piece-meal ; 1i- 
ving to ſce fome of. his. Members turn'd into 
Rottenneſs, and his whole Body chang into a 
Walking Sepulchre,fill'd with nothing but Stench. 
and Corruption within, however it may be: 
adorned and painted without, oi 1 
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md Miſchiefs of Sin 

To this purpoſe Solomon moſt probably from 
his own Experience, teMls us,{and who canwe: bet- 
terbelieve in this cafe thanhe that had ſuch an Ar- 
my of Wives and Concubines?) That he that fol- 


loweth 4 ſrrange (7.e.an Adulterous) Woman * go- * Proverbs cn. _ 
er ſtraightway as. an Oxe goeth to the 42:33: 


eth after her 
Slaughter; or as'a Fool fo the Correfion of the 
Stocks + Till a Dart ſtriketh through his Liver : 


as a Bird haſteth to the Snare and knoweth not that 


itis for his Life. Wherefore in the following 
Words he gives us this moſt excellent Advice, 
grounded upon the firmeſt and ' moſt forcible 


Reaſon. * Hearken unto me therefore Or ye lbid.24,24, 


as 


Children, and attend to the Words of my Month. 25:27: 


Let not thine Heart decline to her wayes; go not 
aſtray in her paths. For ſhe hath. caſt down many 
wounded : yea many ſtrong Men have been ſlain 
by her. Her Houſe 3s the way to Hell, going down 
to the Chambers of Death. 

- Why ſhould I farther mention the particular 
dangers and nuſchiets that this Vice expolſeth us to? 
For what Danger can be-ſo great to which this 
Sin doth not oblige him who hath given up him- 
ſelf to it 2 Or what Crimes. are ſo horrid, to 
which 1t dothnot expoſe it's Followers to pre- 
vent the Diſcovery of their Shame ? 

It forceth even Mothers to be more Cruel 
and Bloody than themoſt Ravenous Wolves, or 


the moſt Savage. Tygers, in taking away the 


Lives of their moſt Innocent Off-ſpring, when 
(by the mere Inſte&t of Nature) the' worſt of 
Beaſts will defend their young ones, even with 
the hazard of themſelves. | 


What. 


16 T he Preſent Miſeries 
What Dangers does not a man venture at in ' 
the yery Ad of this Sin, 'whilſt he commits his 
Life into the hands of ſuch perſons, whom he 
knows are falſe to all Tyes of Religion, Honour, 
or Honeſty. £ 
What Murders, and what Deſolations. hath 
not this Sin been the Cauſe of, erther through 
the Jealouſie and Revenge of the Friends of the 
arr Party, or from the immediate hand of 
Bd - © | | 
I need ſeek no farther than the Holy Scrip- 
tures for the moſt vifible Examples. 
* Prov. 6. 34 - For, (as the Wiſe Man tells us) * Jealowſie 3s 
[| Cant. 8. 6. the Rage of a man, and is no leſs || cruel than the 
Grave, ſparing none that comes 1n its way, @_ 
*Vid. 2 San, * AFinen had no ſooner defiled his Siſter Ta- 
chap. 13. , z2ar, but his Death is immediately delign'd, and 
ſoon after, treacherouſly executed by his Brother 
Abſalom. | > | 
© The Sechemites having deflowrd Dinah, are 
all (under the ſhew of Friendſhip) butcher'd by 
her Brgethren,who think their Blood littleenough 
to waſh off that Stain they had brought upon 
their Family. For, all-the Excuſe they 'make for 
ſo many and ſo bloody Murders, 1s only this ; 
Geneſ. 24-31, Should he deal with our Siſter as with an Harlot 2 
But, ſxppoſe nothing of this ſhould happen 
frommen, yet what-Puniſhments may not be ex- 
| pected fromGod, whohath told us, by St. Pay/, 
* Heb. 13. 4. * Whore-mongers and Adulterers he will judge 2 
For God hath given .us moſt dreadful Examples 
* Gen. 19. 24- of his Vengeance upon unclean perſons in * $-- 
- dom and Gomorra. When nothing elſe would 
extinguiſh their Flames of Luſt, God __ 
__ own. 
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aud Miſcbiefs of Sin. 
down Showrsof flaming Brnnſtone upon them, 
and utterly deſtroys them. But, tho' no extra- 
ordinary Judgment from God ſhould follow this 
Vice, yet he ory made 1t ordinarily a ſufficient 
Puniſhment to it ſelf. For, what with the Filthi- 
neſs and Folly that accompamies 1t, together 
with the Loathings and Shame that certainly fo]- 
low it, how doth every AC of this Sin become 
a Torture to it's ſilly Votaries ? , 

The luſtful Ammon was fick for love of Tamar, 
but, no ſooner had he committed Folly with her, 
but he is ſick with loathing her: * For, the Text 
tells us, He hated her exceedingly: ſo that the Ha- 
tred wherewith he hated ber, was greater than the 
Love wherewith he had loved her. And his Actions 


Y 2 Sam. 13. 
I 5. Of 16. 


demonſtrate itz for he that butjuſt before.could 


not live without her Company, cannot now en- 
dure her Sight, but is glad to uſe as-much Vio- 
| lence to be rid of her, as hehad before madeuſe 
of to enjoy her. © | 

Laſtly, How.is theman of Uncleanneſs expo- 
ſed to all forts of Crimes and Dangers, either to- 
gratifie hs Paramour, or to find Fuel for the. 
unquenchable Fire of his Luſt? by 

For having hereby confumed his Eſtate, (which 
was it as great as the 1»dies, would be little e- 
nongh to ſpend upon: this one Luſt) for, (as the 


* wiſeſt of men tells us;) by means of an Adulte- * Prov. c.6. 


rows' Woman, a man is brought to a Morſel of 
Bread. How is heforced;by the worſt'of means, 
toſupply the ever-craving, but never fatisfied 
Defares- of his Minion; or himſelf. 

In a word, fo much doth'this one Vice'beſot 


MEIT: 


26, 


Mankind, that it hath rendredthe ſtrongeſt of 
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men ſo weak and inconſiderable, that he became 
the Scorn of the meaneſt of his Enemies. 

'. Ir hath rob'd the man after God's own Heart, 
of his Juſtice and Religion, .and drew him into 
the worſt and moſt unnatural of all Sins, even 

; -*© Murder itſelf; and (to fay no more) it made a 
* Joſephs An- Fool of the wiſeſt of men, and rendred him (* as 
tut Judi the Jewiſp Hiſtorian tells us) contemptible tohis 
: own Subje&s, who had been fam'd and. reve- 
rencdthrough the World for his former Wiſdom. 
Z. Covetoul- But ſecondly, Covetouſneſs is fo leſs dange- 
nels. rous, and miſchievous than the-former. 
For, if we will believe the Apoſtle St. Pax), 
4 Tim. c. 6. he tells us, . They that will be rich, fall into Tem- 
v. 9 O10 ptation, and a Snare, and into many fooliſh and 
hurtful Luſts, which drown men in Deſtrution : 
for the love of Money is the Root of all Evil ; 
which while ſome coveted after, they have pierced 
themſelves through with many Sorrows. 
And this is fully viſiþle to any one, whoſe 
Eyes the God of this World hath not blinded. For 
he that hath given up his Soul*to Covetouſnels, 
hath condemned himſelf to the worſt of Punjſh- 
ments 3 that 1s, to a Labour, which, as it never 
ceaſeth, ſo it, is ever vain and fruitleſs: For, to 
ſatisfie a covetous Mind with Riches, is as im- 
poſitble, as to fill a Sieve with Water, which 
empties as faſt as it is poured in. | 
. How doth the man of Covetouſneſs rob him 
ſelf of all Quiet and Content, in enjoying what 

. he hath, by his conſtant. and violent Dates af- 
ter that which he hath not? What inceſſant 

| pains doth he undergo in getting his Wealth ? 
How 1s he macerated with continual and 

4 ; rou- 
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and Miſchiefs of Sin. 19 
Trouble in keeping it > How is he wrack'd and 
torturd with "the anxious Fears of loſing it ? 

Or laſtly, How is he expoſed to all Crimes and 
Dangers in the Purſnit of it z and oft times, to 

Death it (elf; if not in the Purſuit of it, yet 

in the parting with it ? : TY 

Thus * Prolomy, King of Cyprus,having, by his v1, otver; 
vaſt Riches, invited the Romarrs to pillage him, 2. in Vater. 
not beingable toout-live the loſs of his Treaſure, g,P 77 
- put an end to his miſerable Lite, by a doſe of 
Poyſon. So truly. may it be ſaid of the cove- 
tous man's. Gold, that it is like Achaz's Wedge, 

An accyrſed thing, that too often cleaves his own 

Heart. For, it his own reſtleſs and infatiable * - 

Deſires do not execute hirff, oftentimes he meers_ 

with Achar's Fate, his Theft is diſcovered, and , 

the hand of Juſtice becomes his- Executioner. TW 
- For, whoever gives up his Soul to the Love 

of Money, can never be ſecure from any other 

Crime, tho' he endangers not only himſelf, but 

ſacrifices whole Nations to the God of this . 

World, . the-only Deity that he worſhips. 

. A memorable Example the * Romar Orator, ,.,  , 
ou us of the rich General Craſſus,-who having, fnitu, bon. & 
or no other cauſe, but his own Covetouſneſs, 1! 
waged War againſt the Parthians, loſt not only 
his own Life, bur the Lives of many of the Ro- 
man Legions: And when he was ſlain, his Ene- 
mies made ſport with his Corps, and pouring 
melted Gold into his Mouth, they thus juſtly re- 
proach'dhis covetous Litez ſaying, Aurum ſtiſtz, 
Aurum bibe, Thou haſt thirſted after Gold, drink. 
ow thy Fill of it : thereby, plainly intimating 
that there is no other ways - atisfie a covetous 

| man's 
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20 | The Preſent Miſeries 
man's Mind svith Gold, but by fillinghisMourh 
full of melted Or. 

So great a Temptation 1s the I Iriſatiabls Love 
of ' Money toall kind of evil, that it would 'be 
infinite -to Relate all the lnjuſtice, Murders, 
Treaſons, Rebellions, and Sacriledges 3 5 that: it 
hath been the caufe-of:' But the' Poet hath done 
all this in one queſtion, when in Deteſtation of 
the horrid Murder of King Pria#'s Son, for the 
ſakeof the Gold left for his Maintenance, with 
King Mrs nl rhis Father in Law, he cries out. 

* Virgil Xit- 4 2011 Moryalia peBfora roo 
pa 4.26 Auri or AMES > nnbbne | 
Regs What Dangers or what Miſchiefs ave 'G Shut, 
to which the wicked Live of Money dots 70f force 
24 Mazkind? wy 
| - - Ineed-addno'more thaw this 0he Taſlane otit 
x; Kings c. 21- of rhd Holy 8criprure, wizy Tþas of Bubb; Khig 
of Iftracl, of which werexd iy the I __ 

How: did his Covetous re of Naboth 
. Vineyard' torment (him, and rob" hin/of all 
the Pleafivies that: a/-Coutr'Gr A'Ctown migtic 
cite have afforded hit? How-didthis x 
uno the wofftiof” Crimes, the falſe Aectlation 

_ and' Mardevy- of his inhocent- Netghbour?' And 
laſtly how &id.that Crime bring! wteer- rum-and. 
Deftrudion, rior: only upd Hinfelf" brthivwhiole 
Family and! Poſteriey? To 

"Thirdly; Neither is: Woluptuonfudſs -or hs 
love of: Pleaſure, leſs Pernicious thart-the love 
of Moneys": "This: is the- Natural Parent of all 
Crimes and-Miſchief$": 

.i!Þ6 this/purpoſq Se/ Punt brings: wy FY FP 
of Fengftlces: _— the Vany anc the-Lovers 
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OO and Mliſchioſs of Sin. 
, of Pleaſures as bringing up theRear of all Wick- 


edneſs..... 


2T 


For deſeribing.to.*Tiatothythe horrid Crimes , ,, 7; 
of the laſt;Times-(2. e.) of the Times, immedi- 1.4.5.5. 


ately preceding! the Deſtruftion of the Jews 3 


he tells us, that i the laſt "Days Perillows [imes 


ſoall come, and; the, Reaton he gives us: 1n the 
following Words:s. For Mew ſhall be Lovers. of 


their. own ſelves, Coretows, Boaſters, Proud, Blaſ-. 


phemons.,, Diſobedient' to | Parents, Onthankful, 
Unholy, without Natural Aﬀe@iou, Truce-Breakers,, 
Falſe:Accnſers,, Inrontinent, Fierce Deſpiſers' of 
thoje:that are good, Trayters, High-minded;Lovers 
af. Elea/mxee, avs then Lavers of God! And* St. 

eter tells. us, the Miſchief and Miſery they bring 
upon themſelves: for. ſpeaking: of ſuch as take 


pleaſure in, Riot. and. Sport: themſelves. in their 2 Pt 2-12, 


own, Deceiviugs 5, he, ſairh, Theſe, as Natural Brute * 
Beaker are made to; be taken and deſtroyed, and * 


ſhall utterly, Peniſh in. their own Corruption, and: 
ſhall recejue the: Reward of Unrighteouſneſs: And: 
indeed,our. own Experience; may+ too ſadly de- 
 monſtzatealhthistous.. For what-Wickedneſs is 


there.ſo abominable, or what. Mxſery 1o. intolle- - 


rable, to which he that gives up. himſelf-to the: 
perſuit of. any. one Pleaſure, is not neceſlarily: 
expoled 2 - rs T6 5 ; 7 
What Crime. doth he bauk that ſtands in his 
way. .betwixt.him and his beloved Pleaſure? - : 


How.does.the Voluptuous Prodigal deſtroy 


his Health; diſturb .his- Reaſon, and:..ruine his 


Eſtate.in the tog cager Perfuitof his-bcloved: 


Delight?, 


How. doth. he. (like the Prodigal in the: - 
D 2 | * Goſpel) 


% 7 Þ 
=Y *» vw vow 


WW rr 4, 4 
tb 
_—_—_ — 
0 Bog ' 4 ” k 
- ==> 


#+ wrap off 


© 46H Ang 


$ox 5. wore «. 
Lo... + 


ry » paks. hy rg _ _—_— © + wad ” 
Mk ee 
3: Raz _— is 


44> 
50d & Age 
WELXER 


22 


Luke 15-11. 
27 


The Preſent Miſeries 
* Goſpel) run away from his beſt Friends and 
nea a” Relations, ſpend all his Portion, and 


' waſte all his ſubſtance in Riotows Living ; till ha- 


ving brought himſelf to the Extremeſt Neceflity, 
and having made himſelf more like a Swine than 
a Man, he is at length turn'd out to their Com- 
pany, and is glad to feed upon the Swines husks ? 

How hath the Love of Pleaſure conquered the 


* moſt Glorious Conquerors, deſtroyed the moſt 


Cic. Tuſcul. 
Qeit lib.s. 


Valer. Max. 
not. Varier. page 
7 $9e[10-7. 


Invincible Armies, and ruined the greateſt Mo- 
narchs of the World? 

Hannibal, that could not be ſubdued by all 
the Roman force, loſt the moſt Valiant Army 
by the Pleaſures of Capra. So that Sereca faith 
too truely of him (Epiſ# 11.) that he was Ar- 
mis /invitns,vitiis vitus; not overcome by others 
Armes, but Vanquiſh'd by his own Vices.  ' 

Xerxes whoſe Army in Forraging, deſtroyed 
whole Countries, and drank up whole Rivers 
as it went; who was the greateſt Monarch then 
inthe World, as well as the Richeſt 5 when he 
had fo fargiven up himſelf to his Delighits, that 
(as'® Cicero tells us) by a publick Ed:& he pro- 
claimed a Reward to any that could find out any 
ew ſort of pleaſure, how ſuddenly. did he loſe 
that vaſt Army, and his greater Empire? So that 
the * Hiſtorian might well conclude; What car 
be mare filthy than bs eVices, or what more hurtful, 
by which all Vertue is defaced, ViFories languiſh, 
Glory is buried in Infamy, and all the Powers both 
of Soul and Body are utterly deſtroyed? For they 
that are poſſeſſed with the inordinate Love of 
Pleaſures feem to be like the'Swine into whom 
the Legion of Devils had. entred _—_ m 

ead- 


and Miſchiefs of Sin. 
headlong with the greateſt Violence, .to their - 
own Deſtraction. Their beloved. Pleaſure fo 
imploys alt the Faculties of their Souls and all 
the Members Of their Bodies, till they are fit for 
nothing that becomes a Man, and take care of 
nothing more than the preſent ſatisfaftion, like 
the Brute Beaſts; and then this ther Prodigality 
reduceth them to the moſt miſerableneceſlity.,and 
thence into the' worſt of Crimes; till publick Ju- 
ſtice (if noother private Accident hath done it 
before) brings them to the moſt unnatural and 
moſt ſhameful ends. This I*am confident we 
ſhall find too true, by our own fad Experience. 
' For if we enquire the Cauſes of all their Crimes, 
who ſuffer by the hands of the publick Executi- 
oners of Juſtice, we: fhall find that the immode- 
rate purſuit of unlawful Pleafures hath moſtcom- 
monly hurried them totheir own ruin. For few 
or none of ſuch miſexable Wretches but in their 
laſt and dying words are forc'd to confeſs, - that 
their own Luſts and inordinate Paflions, have 
brought. them to all their Shame and Miſery. 
Araongit which none can be more exorbitant 
than that, concerning which, I am next to diſ- 
courſe of. Viz. 4. En 
Fourthly,Ezvy,Malice,or the Love of Revenge. M 
For neither is this a leſs Fooliſh or leſs Fatal 
Paſſion than any other: For whoever gives up 
himſelf to this Luſt, does (as it were) ſtretch 
himſelf upon the Rack, and become his own 
Torturer. He pines himfelf away in the midſt of 
all abundance, and ſtarves whilſt he poſſeſſeth the 
rome plengſ® He is his own Vulture, and _ 
reys upon his own Bowels. | 


For 


| The Preſent, Miſric 

For, ſo deadly, a.Diſcaſe af the, mindis this of 
Envy, that ſcarcely, any, Sk the. FONTS Ja 
eats Or drinks, can give Hep 
riſhment; ,but the moſi pv ate AÞ =” 
this Paſſion, turn'd.into. Ga ak. Bitterneſs, 

-It fo fires, or, at leaſt, ſo ſqures the, "66 AY 
ſo-burns up, or .corrodes, the Vitals, that it ſoon 
_ diſlolyes the. beſt-xemperd, Body. beyond all the 
help of Art or Nature... 

To-what, Sal ries 15the! man of Malicene- 
ceſſarily a inceſfanth y expoſed? Tfhis malicious 
Deſignstak Fs owl Hob ſo bloody, that 
ms TR rey.DEINS g caſt ark pon he by; Fi F 

an tice; do and ifhemxyſlet 
his d Aims, folly [Eng = 
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rows. that, it OOts at 


others ( ifs thoſe thatareſhot.direly-upwards) 
fall down again uponhis OWN head, ang. Fognt 


him;even unto Death, - 
He 1s in'a much” worſe condition than any 0- 
© ther Malefa&or: For, he not only ſuffers for the 
Crimes he hath committed, but for thoſe which 
he carſngt at, this being one of his greateſt Tor- 
tures,. -that he cannot do them. 
A dreadful” Example. of this nature, the im- 
Libr. $$ Grew mortal * Dr. Harvey gives us of a Noble man, 
[a Sangutr. who having received ſome Aﬀront which he was 
not; able to reyenge, took it {o much. to Heart, 
that his Paſſion, fwell'd, him like Poyſon, and 23 
yon, deftroyed him : for, in a ſhort” time, after, 
22 he dycd.of a malignant Fever: and being difle- 
"3 Ae, his great Artery way found as big as the ju- 
oular Artery - of an, Oxe. So, yirulent a Venome 
| does accom this Paſſion: 5 and. fo, certainly 
Job. 5.2. true is ww wr the hol y Jo, Wi. rath Filleth Poa 
Fool; 


"aaa RPASYVTEINY N 
tnd Obs 3f Shs. 3g 
Fookſh -Hhah, nd Emroy \ fleyeth the: Silly" due. 
Why Thewld' T'Meriticithe pubtick Odin 
- that it /elong- With Tt; INGE" | they erin 
but be viſible'ts all Obſervers? > - 
What 'Mutders hath it riot- ate ? What 
Schiſmns int the- Chureh; or Seditions in the” Stars; 
hath it not raisd and carryed-bhi? "fax Word; 
what Miſchief, 'or What Vi Lny; tai be (6 Great © 
which it hath not accompliſh'd : > 'AIF” Hiſtories \' 
are too full of fad Inſtances of this Kind, if 0 
What unſpeakable 'Milthiefs, hit (teh v;0. oa 
Schilitis; what abomindbſe '$editivns; Muitters, Mity. 
and Treafons, ovet-ſpicad - Afpite 1/4 
the Envy of Dord## vii Ris Plitty; BEcati(e' O- 
thers were prefefred before thei? And how 
did their Animofitics continye to dividle theth, 
mill they loff theiPCoutttty' firid Otifteariity both! 
together 5 and are now {0 ovetcur with 
thehs; that ſcarcely yary App pearanice of the Ohii- 
ſtiats ' Religion! 19 Te anon wt the'MfFitaz 
ChureHes; which were, Bifore theſe Divifions: ”Y 
46: &16tT6n8 for their Prefefliorrof.: To Mag 
cy in the Chriſtian Faith, {OIL inf (HE "ig 
' What thiſerable/ Cilattilics\ did the- Oy =Y 


whble World: 
the Leaders of thige FaRticrs:or Se, bringUys 


on the Jews, when! they were befiehed 11 Wh ; i, kFoephin: 
| {ary 


lem? No left than the harpalt Famine, the tatlthe 
unnattira Murders! 'the Kigheft Profaratiohs 6 
all cHingsifaered; and;in a Word, the utthr & 
ſolation of their Giy ard” Temple; and #KE final” 
Eatly i16n-of thelp oi; arid Rk y 


they whowee theimoſtglonoiePoople, | 


1n in the World,are becomemere Vagabards ahd the* 
and Deriſion of all Nations. I: 


a > ; 
<3"v4 a _ - ' ? * Als 
- LUBE _ >; . bk: 


*2 opt Þ 
*T: $.abdns 


The Preſent Miſeries 

I wiſh to God we had not too near Exam- 
ples in the Dyviſions amongſt our ſelves, proceed- 
ing fromthe ſame Cauſe, and that our Magiſtrates 
would take Care to ſuppreſs them, leſt they pro- 
ceed to the fame fad Efiefsz vs. the utter Ru- 
in of the. beſt conſtituted Church and State in 
the whole World. | 


Vie. LiviiDe- To add but one Inſtance moreout of common 


cad. Hiſtor. 


5s Pride and 
Ambition. 


Hiſtory. How did the Envy of Haro, and his 
Faction againſt Amilcar, ruine all the Affairs of 
Carthage, and laid the glorious City inthe Duſt, 


Which otherwiſe had not fail'd of being the ſole 


Empreſs of the whole Earth 2 | 
If we look into the Sacred Writings, we ſhall 
find that Cair's Envy ſpared not his own Bro- 
ther, but made him become his Murderer. And 
the Envy of 'Korah and his Company, was the 
cauſe of the. firſt Schiſm and Rebellion that we 
read of, even againſt Moſes and Aaron; thoſe ve- 
ry perſons, who, by a mighty hand and miracu- 
lous Power, had Jelivered, them from their /Foy- 
ptian Bondage 3 and, drew upon. themſelves the 
moſt fignal Puniſhment. |. : | 
For God created a new thing, and made the 
Earth divide it ſelf, that they might paſs down 
quick into Hell who werethe Dividers of Iſrael. 
Whatſhould I add more? Leſt there ſhould, be 


any Evil too: great'to be:the Effet of this Vice, 


Envy and Pride were the Cauſes even of Hell it 
ſelf. . And this now leads me to takenotice of the 
laſt irregular Paſſion; which: I mentioned, that 
to0 often proves fatal to it's Followers, vis. - / 
Fifthly, Pride, Ambition, or the inmoderate 
Love of Honors. - Ke yo _, 
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monly breaks his Neck in the 
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and Miſchiefs of Sin. 

Andindeed, this may well follow Envy, forthey 
are inſeparable Companions,it being almoſt impol- 
Gble for a man to be proud, unleſs he be envious; 
and altogether impoſ{ible to be envious, unleſs he 
be firſt proud and ambitious: and as ambitious and 
envious men are (like S;meon and Levi ) Brethren 
in Iniquity, ſo they are no leſs nearly allied in Mi- 
ſery: For, as their Sins are much the ſame, ſo they 
ſaffer mach the ſame Puniſhments. 

Whatſoever Crime, Danger,or Diſeaſe,is the effec 
of Envy, may be alſo reckoned in the number of 
the miſerable (tho' natural)Conſequences of Pride 
and Ambition. For, as for publick Calamities, what 
Schiſms, what Fa&ions, what Wars, what Rebelli- 
ons, what Deſolations ever were'in the World, in 
which Ambition had not anthand? For, astho'there 
were no other Cauſe of theſe Miſchiefs, Solomor 
Gith, * Only by Pride cometh all Comtention. 

And as for private Miſchiefs, What Miſeriescan 
be ſo-great, 'into which the proud man doth not 
involve himfelf and all his Partners? If he miſs of 
his Deſigns in climbing up on high, he moſt com- 

he Fall : But, if he 
proſpers awhile;this encourages him to proceed un- 


to ſuch Crimes, thedue Senſe and Horror of which, 


are enough to break his Heart. For, from this 


Crime of Ambition (whenit hath once got the ab- 


ſolute Dommior: over a man) as from rhe Lyon's 
Den, in the Fable, we can ſee no Foot-ſteps back- 
ward but ifany man be ſofilly a Beaſtto beplung'd 
into it, he ſeldom, or never, eſcapes with Life. For, 
if we will believe the Experience of the wifcſtof 


men, he aſſures us, * That Pride goeth before De- p,,,. .;. 14. 
ſtruTtion. 
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The Preſent Miſeries 

I wiſh to God we had not too near Exam- 
ples in the Dyviſions amongſt our ſelves, proceed- 
ing fromthe ſame Cauſe, and that our Magiſtrates 
would take Care to ſuppreſs them, leſt they pro- 
ceed to the fame fad Eftetsz viz. the utter Ru- 
in of the beſt conſtituted Church and State in 
the whole World. 


Vid. Livii-Ds- To add but one Inſtance more out of common 


cad. Hiſtor. 
og | 


| lous Power, had deliv 


Hiſtory. How did the Envy of Eanno, and his 
Faction againſt Amlcar, ruine all the Affairs of 
Carthage, and laid the glorious City inthe Duſt, 


which: otherwiſe had not fail'd of being the ſole 


Empreſs of the whole Earth 2? 

If we look into the Sacred Writings, we ſhall 
find that Cair's Envy ſpared not his own Bro- 
ther, but made him become his Murderer. And 
the Envy of Korah and his Company, was the 
cauſe of the firſt Schiſm and Rebellion that we 
read of, even againſt Moſes and Aaron; thoſe ve- 
ry perſons, who, by a mighty hand and miracu- 

T them from their /®ey- 
ptian Bondage 3 and drew upon. themſelves the 
moſt fignal Puniſhment. - | ©; | 

For God created a new thing, and made the 
Earth divide it ſelf, that they might paſs down 
quick into Hell who werethe Dividers of Iſrael. 
What:ſhould I add more? Leſt there ſhould bo 


; any Evil too: great to be:the Effet of this Vice, 
Envy and Pride were the Cauſes even of Hell it 


ſelf. . And this now leads me to takenotice of the 
laſt irregular Paſſion-'which- I mentioned, that 
too often proves fatal to it's Followers, vis. 

Fifthly, Pride, Ambition, or the immoderate 
Love of Honors. Se? 7 


and Miſchief of Sin 

And indeed, this may well follow Envy, forthey 
are inſeparable Companions,it being almoſt impol- 
fGble for a man to be proud, unleſs he be envious; 
and altogether impoſ{ible to be envious, unleſs he 
be firſt proud and ambitious: and as ambitiousand 
envious men are (like Sizzeox and Levi ) Brethren 
in Iniquity,ſo they are no leſs nearly allied in Mi- 
ſery: For, as their Sins are much the ſame, ſo they 
ſafſer much the ſame Puniſhments. 

Whatſoever Crime, Danger,or Diſeaſes the effec 
of Envy, may be alſo reckoned in the number of 
the miſerable (tho' natural)Conſequences of Pride 
and Ambition. For, as for publick Calamities,what 
Schiſms, what FaGions, what Wars, what Rebelli- 
ons, what Deſolations ever were in the World, in 
which Ambition had not an hand? For, astho' there 
were no other Cauſe of theſe Miſchiefs, Solo-r0x 
ith, * Only by Pride cometh all -Comtention. 

And as fe private Miſchiefs, What Miſeriescan 
be ſo-great, 'into which the proud man doth not 
involve himſelf and all his Partners? If he miſs of 
his Deſigns in climbing up on high, he moſt com- 
monly breaks his Neck in the Fall : But, if he 
proſpers awhile;this encourages him to proceed un- 
to ſuch Crimes, thedue Senſe and Horror of which, - 
are enough to break his Heart. For, from this 
Crime of Ambition (whenit hath once got the ab- 
ſolute Dominion: over a man) as from rhe Lyon's 
Den, in the Fable, we can ſee no Foot-ſteps back- 
ward; but ifany man be ſofilly a Beaſttobeplung'd 
into it, he ſeldom, or never, eſcapes with Life. For, 
if we will believe the Experience of the wiſcſt of 


men, he aflares us, * That Pride goeth before De- p,ov. 16. 18. 
ſtruFion. 
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The Preſent Miſeries 

But, ſuppoſe theutmoſt that can be thought on 
for the proud man's advantage, viz. that he reacheth 
his higheſt Aim and: Deſign, and attains, by his 
Crimes, the higheſt honors yet, the Crown hehath 
placed upon his Head, by wicked hands, tho' it be 
of pure Gold, fits-as uneafie upon him, as a Crown 
of the ſharpeſt Thorns; and not only wounds his 
Head, but his Heart too, with reſtleſs Cares and 
endleſs Fears. For, the Senſe of his own Perfidi- 
oufneſs makes him ſo jealous leſt all other men 
ſhould be like himſelf, that he can truſt no man ; 
and the thoughts of his own Crimes makes himin 
Cair's Condition, to think every man he meets will 
certainly kill himz and theſe terrible Fears raisd 
from without, 'together with the amazing Hor- 
rors of his Conſcience within him, will ſcarcely 
let him ſleep or eat, or enjoy any thing in quiet, 
So that whilſt he fits upon a Throne; \he is really 
more miſerable than he that makes his Bed upon 
a Dunghil. For, beſides the danger of Treachery 
from his Friends, (whoſe Wickedneſs he too well 
knows to have any juſt cauſe to truſt them) and 
beſides: the continual Dreads of his own Soul. leſt 
the Almighty Providence ſhould oyerturn him; 
how mortally 1s he hated, and how continually. 1s 
he baited by his Enemies,and purſued even to Death 
by the beſt of men, whom he hath injured, whoſe ve- 
ry Vertues ingage them (for the-fake of the pub- 


hck Safety, as well as of their private Security)in 


the moſt vigorousand bloody Deſigns againſt him? 
For, moſt commonly weſee it true, that ambitious 
men that cannot be contented with their ownſltate, 
Chketheproud 8&rchcllious Abſalom, that was hang- 


| edby hisownhair,in which was his main glory)are 
_ executed by their own Pride. + ; For,, 


and Miſchiefs of Sin. 

- For, whilſt by Schiſm and Rebellion they pull 
downthePillars of the Church and State, oft times 
they bury themſelves in the Ruines that they make. 
Of this, I need give no otherInſtance than that of 
our late miſerable Times amongſt our ſelves. For, 
what profit had we from all that War and blood- 
ſhed amongſtus? We only broughtupon our ſelves 
worſe than what we feard. We. made our ſelves 
Slaves to the baſeſt of men, - becauſe we could not 
be contented to be Subjects to the beſt of Princes; 
| and for fear of bringing in Popery, we had well 


nigh deſtroyed Chriſtianity. 'Nay, when the men 


of Schiſm and-Rebellion were ſo proſperous, that 
they carried all before them, and had in the moſt 
barbarous manner, murdered the beſt of Kings and 


deſtroyedthebeſt of Churches 5 and: not only kil þ d 2 


but had taken Poſſeſſion too of all: their Power 
and Eſtates 3 how did: the all-wiſe and juſt Provi- 
dence of God, by themoſtunexpedcted means, even 


in an Inftant, turn theWheel over them; and bring 


down their Pride:to the greateſt Shanie'? -* | 

Neither the proudman'sGrandireandPromo- 
tion his only miſerable Condition; for, his whole 
Life 1snot only the greateſt Vanity, butthe greateſt 
Miſery and Vexationof Spirit. For; how doesſome 


little, thing which [He cannot have,” rob him of all 


Content- and Quiet, manprcary; Dove hehath? 


Mordecai's {tiff Knee takes from the'ambitious 
Haman the relliſh of all the Honors of the great-' 


eſt Court inthe World ; nay, the Power and Glo- 

ry :of a; Crownggouldatiord no Reſt nor Pleafure 

rothe proud andativious Ahab, when once Naboth's 

Vineyard had appear'd 1n his ſight. "Lo deſcribethe 

pround 'man's Lite, were = repreſent unto you an 
wiagMG 2 
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The Preſent Miſeries 


_ © exa&t Copy. of all kindof Folly and Miſery. For 


what with his continual Plots and Contrivances, 
and his inceflant Cares and Buſineſs; How does 
he Sacrifice his Health to his Ambition, for want 
of dueRepaſt, or of quiet Repoſe? What with his 
Envy at others. that are higher than himſelf, and 
his eager Deſires after Preferment , together 
with his continual Fears leſt he ſhould miſs of it, 
| how is he rack'd withendleſs Tortures ? 
What with the baſeneſs and durtineſs of the 
way to his proud Deſigns 3 what with the many 
affronts and denials; what with his great hopes and 
ſometimes his greater diſpair, a mixture of all which, 
 hecannot but meet withinit 5 not toſay any thing 
of the envy and ſcorn of others that attend his ad- 
vancement, or the little fatisfa&tion that he himſelf 
meets with 1n itz how is he fool'd andcheated with 
a Cloud inſtead. of a Deity 2 Ina word, how do 
the ſeveral Paſſions raiſed m him by. theſe Cauſes, 
py ob his Mind anddi _ Body, 
till at len ing upon him Miſery, Diſeaſes, 
and Death? yd gener | ened thy many 
miſchiefs this Vice expoſeth us to : It threw down 
the Angels from Heaven, and caft our firft Parents 
GE Aaradiſe 3 1t —C firſt Sms 
nat ever WEre-commi | y confequence ts 
the Mother of all Miſchief, and ft Miſertes : Nay, 
it ſtil continuesachually to produce theſefad effetts ; 
for —_ Pride is, there is Strife 5 and every evil 
work, 
Give me leave to add twoor three practical de- 
ductions from what hath been aid. Tf Miſery and 


Death be the natural effes of every one of theſe | 


Sins. V7z. Pride, Envy, Voluptuoufneſs, Uncleanneſs, 


Anger, 


and Miiſchiefs of Sin. 
| Anter, Gluttony, Drevkoynſe« Qucharitableneſs; 


Injuſtice, Profaneneſs, and rreligion, what ther) 
remains? But that 2716 


Firſt, We ſhould all keep Watch and Ward a- 7 firſt Dedu- 
eainſt theſe Deſtroyers of Mankind, We are carefu] ** 


enough to keep our Houſes from Fire, our Goods 
from Thieves, and -our Bodies from Infeftion of 
the Plague 3 and ſhall webeſo fooliſhto hug theſe 
Enemies of our Lives, and to follow thele Sins 


which are no leſs deſtruftive to us, than all thoſe © 


other dangers which we fo much fear, and fo car- 
neſtly endeavour to avoid? To this end let every 
one of us conſider ſeriouſly what hath been ſaid 
againſt that particular Sin to which he finds him- 
ſelf moſt inclined; let every one of us endeayour 
tomend himſelf, ; more than others, eſpecially more 
than our Magiſtrates; let them alone to take care 
'' to amend the Publick by the Execution of thoſe 
wholſom Laws which are eſtabliſh'd in our Church 
and State; and let us, whoare private Chriſtians, 
ftudytobe quiet, and doowr own Buſineſs(i.e.)to work, 
Out our own Salvation with fear and trembling, by a» 
voidingour fins which weknow will noleſs deſtroy 
ourprelent than our future fafety'and Happineſs. 

_ ©. Secondly, If we are, or have IE 
any of theſeSins, or haveſeen otherspurſuing then 
with greedineſs, and yet neither we ntor they bave 
felt any: of thoſe Mſeries or Miſchiefs that are the 
natural effesof them, let us not from thence con- 
clude, that the Preacher 1s deceived; but let us 
thank God for his Care and Providence over us, 
_ Whichonlyhath preſerved us from being our own 
Murderers by purſuing our own Sins: and let this 
Patience andioos talking of God, prevail with 


us, 
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' us, as weloveour Lives to hate our Sins, and to 


The third and $1 


laſt DeduFion. 


break off fromthem by-Repentance, leſtby conti- 
nuing in them, we provoke God Almighty to 
ive us up to bedeſtroyed bythem. 

- Thirdly and Laſtly, If our SinsaredeſtruCtiveto 
our preſent Happineſs, thenif wehaveany carefor 


our health, or {afety, for our caſe, quiet, or con- 


tentment, or for our Lives themſelves, let us not 
any longer delay our amendment but letus imme- 
diately caſt off all our Sins whichareſo dangerous 
and 16 hurtful to us. Delays (we know) can ne- 
ver be-prudent when the danger is'greatand unmi- 
nent. He that ſees his Houſe on Fire will not be (6 
mad to ſquanderaway the preſent opportunity of 
quenching itz hethat deſcernsſome mortal diſeaſe 
ariſing inhis;Body, will loſe no: time in applying 
ſuch Remedicsas-may prevent theirdanger. Why 
then are we ſo unreaſonable and ſenſeleſs to trifle 
away our time and opportunity of quenching the 
Fires of ourLuſts, and: of preventing the fatal dan- 
gersof our Sins? 'Eſpecially+fince'we know not if 
we neglect the preſent, whether God will yive'us 
any other- opportamity inthe time to come. For he 


himſelf hath told us, that'* His Spirit ſhall not al- 
. :,,.. ways ſtrive with Man. \ Theonly ſhew of Reaſon, 


by which the Devitcheats too'many of their Eter- 
nal-Happinefs, -is this Vzz; Thatit 15'time enough 


to repent, when they are paſt their Pleaſures, be- 


cauſe there is 'ſome reaſon to hope'that a Death- 


Bed-Repentanco'may be ſincere : and acceptable 


with God'to the ſaving of our Souls Butthongh 
this Pretence-is moſt prefumptuous/ and'ground: 
leſs, - yet: the tempter | could” not have ſo: mich as 
this againſt; us, it 'we did .but conſider that our 
24 Sins 
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and: Miſchiefs of Sim. 
- Sins are as hurtful to our Bodies as to our Souls; -: -- 
that they 'as much ' prejidice our preſent Hap- 
pinels,.'as they do our futurez and therefore, that 
tho' it -was-poſhble {which we have no grounds 
at all to ſuppoſe, that a dying Repentance might 
come time enough to-ſave our Souls, yet 1t will be 
abſolutely too late (when Sin hath already de- 
ſtroyed us) to prevent the: Miſeries of our Bodies. 
If therefore we-have any care. of our Lives or 
Happineſs, if we have any concern either for our. 
own'good, or the good of the World; and toſim 
up all in one Word, if we would not add 
SELF-MURDER to the reſt of our Crimes, let 
us put in prad&ice'that moſt neceſlary Exhortation 
of St: Payl, Exhort one anothe# daily, whilſt it 3s 
called to day, leſt any of you: be hardned-by the de- 
ceitfulneſs of Sin z and to this purpoſe, let. us ſeri- . 
ouſly confiderthoſe Wordsof our Blefled Saviour 
and fedately ask our ſelves this Queſtion of his, zate 9. 25- 
What ſhall it profit a man if he ſhall gain the whole | 
World and loſe himſelf, or bring upon himſelf his 
_ DeſtruFion 2 20s, fo y are _— fro SE 12 
as KighteonſneſsAtenagth to Life, fo be that purſuet 
Evil, ——— 74 own og Joo Com- 
mon Prudence ſhould perſwade us no longer to 
hazard our preſent Welfare , by- running on 
in ſuch ſinful Courſes as may bring upon us ſwift 
Deſtru@ion, but to purſue the ways of Righteouſ- 
neſs; that ſo we may avoid the miſeries that fol- 
low the Purſuit of Evil. | 
To this End, TIſhall conclude all with the moſt 
divine,and moſt uſeful Words of St. Peter, (which 
are ſo beneficial to all Mankind, that I cold wiſh 
they were written upon every man's Soul, - » 
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x Pet. 3. v.10, delible CharaGters) viz. He that will love Life, and 


to Vo I 4» 


will ſee good Days, let hintreſrain his Tongue ſrone 
arg and his Lips, that they ſpeak, no Guile 6p 


« hit eſchew Evil, and do Good, let hin: ſeek peace, 


and enſue it. For, the Eyes of the Lord are upon: 
the righteows, and his Ears are open unto their 
Prayers; but the Face of the Lord is againſt them 
that do Evil, and who will harm you (or who ishe 
that _ harmyou) #f ze be Followers of that which 
# good. 

Now, that all of us may ſo follow that whichis 
Good, and fo efchew that which is Evil: that we 
may live happily in this- Life, and be eternally 
happy in the Life to come, God of his Infinite 
Mercy grant, for Jefus Chriſthis fake 3 to whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed 
(as is moſt due) all Power, Dominion, Praiſe, 
and Glory, now and for evermore. Aer, 


FINIS 


